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Dispute Over the Temple Lot Latter-Da- y

'j i
WRITTEN FOR THE srNDAT REPIJKI.ir.

For the past few years Mormon immigra-
tion to Indeponilnoe. Jin., has been

to a markr-t- l ilesn-o- . The lodeptone
that attracts such :i congresation of Matter I

Day Saints to this place, has its oriRiti in j

rcliRiouii fanaticism.
A revelation to .Ioseph Smith, their found- - !

cr, as far back as IS31 Is recorded in their j

Hook of Doctrines and Covenants. tlesiRnat- -

1K Independence, JIo., as their New Zion;
tho place wherein the saints, will be Bath-ere- tl

from all portions of the earth to
and enjoy the fullness thereof.

Tho revelation further states that tnas-nitic-

temple will adorn the center of this
new City of Zlon. Some are ?ald to believe
that this temple will spring up In a, single
night, more glorious th in Solomon's of old.
All believe It will be reared within the next
twenty years. However, it is perfectly con-

sistent with their religious views to have a
revelation at any time postponing the date.

More than seventy years ago. the very
spot was selected and dedicated by Joseph
Smith, whereon this famous temple would
stand; and It has ever since been known
H3 'Temple L?t." It is the object of re-

spectyes reverence by the 300,0(0 believers
In the book of Mormon all over the United
States.

Notwithstanding the Mormons were driven
from Independence and even Missouri, in
1833. as'd later from Illinois, they still held
the title to Temple Iot and cherished the
hope of some day returning to It. After
tho killing of Joseph Smith at Carthage,
111., their founder and leader, they were
broken up and split into factions for several
years, and now it is said, on good authority,
that there are about seventeen different
sects or Mormons or Latter Day Saints. All
unite in belief In the nook o Mormon, but
each has its own leader, who rules and di-

rects it. through revelations from God.
Shortly after the death of Joseph Smith.

Brigham Young became the leader of a
large part of tho Latter Day Saints, who
found refuge ultimately in Utah. Then
Joseph Smith. Jr., had a revelation which
notilled hint that he was to succeed his
father as leader of the. faithful. A large
following of saints acompanied him to

la., where they failed themselves
"Tho Reorganized Church of the Latter Day
Saints."

Among his first revelations wan one for-
bidding the practice of polygamy, and an-
other directing the faithful to return to
Independence, Mo., to their New Jerusa-
lem. This was about the time the war
closed, and the old residents of Independ-
ence remember that just then a great wave
ol Mormon immigration occurred. They
were willing to buy the land from the Gen-
tiles this time, instead of seizing it forcibly
as they had done on their first Invasion.

Since then, every year has brought Its
quota of Mormon families into the town,
until they now number about one-four- th
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- Gentiles.
of the population. The people of Indcp-'-nd- -

eneo that their city to be- - '

come the Mormon Mecca of the United
States. And thoir altitude toward the Mor- - J

mini population is that of armed neutral- - j

tty. let. strung tne saints m
this, as the chosen 'pot for the linal as-
sembling of the faithful, that they bravo
social and religious ostracism to have a I

home in his New Zion. !

The independence Mormons, about i,T,Z0 in
number, live quietly and are fount! in nearly
every business, trade. They are hunt si
ami upright' in their dealings. fir th
church requires this even to the payment
of their dtbts. liut the line i closely dr.iwn
between Mormon and Gentile in all religi-
ous and social affairs.

So far as their standing goes in business.
In the social graces, and in benevolence,
they are all that could be desired as citi-
zens. Doctor Alexander I'roctor, who has
been a resident of Independence for the last
forty years, said of them prior to his death:

"I have been a close observer of the Mor-
mons and their movements here, nnd their
lives are certainly exemplary. I've been told
by some of their prominent men that they
are making an especial effort to lead
blameless lives in this community so as to
overcome. If possible, that old prejudice
aroused by tho early Mormons.

The people of Independence are slow to
forget the pretended divine authority of
the pioneer Mormons for what they
wanted. Their claim to a divine right to
tane wnai tney piease. is uiiuiutii on a j

revelation to Joseph Smith in the Hook of
Mormon, uhich as follows:

"Heboid, it said in my laws, or for-
bidden to get In debt to thine enemies (tho
C,t ntiles). but behold is not said that the
Lord should not take when he pleased and
pay as secmeth to him good."

Now, however, they do not assume to
believe that the land here will be taken by
the sword, but that if not given to them
In some miraculous manner, will be se-

cured by purchase.
The letter-Da-y Saints are consistently

opposed to tobacco and whisky, and are
firmly sot against polygamy and divorce.
Apropos of tobacco, they claim to have
hot! a special revelation on this point. In
1S!S the Lord told Joseph Smith that its
use was injurious to mankind and should
be avoided.

As a class,' the Independence JInrmons
take but little interest In politics, but I'm
told they usually vote the Republican
ticket.

In religious creed, they differ from the
main body of the church in that they be-

lieve in special revelations, speaking with
tongues, the laying on of hands and
anointing for healing, and the giving of
tithes or one-tent- h to the church. Other-
wise in Christian doctrines and practices
they follow the outlines of the New Testa-
ment and preach Faith, Repentance and
Baptism for the remission of sins.

There is a great deal of wealth In the
Mormon Church at Independence, and their
temple Is handsome stone structure about
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MORMON SETTLEMENT AT
INDEPENDENCE, MO., GROWING.
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one-ha- lf mile west of town. It Is directly
across the street from "Temple Lot" and
situated on the electric car line tint con-

nects Independence with Kansas City.
One member of this chutch alone has an

income of ?C0.not) a year, and or this sum he
gives one-tent- h to the church. What be-

comes of all the money is not known, for
their preachers are paid nothing fcr serv-
ices; consequently they are not a highly ed-

ucated class. They are grt-i- t missionaries
and active and energrt'c in proselyting z?nl.
Tney contemplate huildins their colleges
anil a great university at Independence. At
pu sent they patronize the public End pri-
vate sehojls of the town.

Joseph Smith. Jr.. prophet, priest nnd
king of the Reorganized Church or tho Latter-
-Day Saints, lives in Lamoni. la., hut
he is frequently seen on the streets of In-
dependence. His tall and erect figure, white
hair and extremely white beard, make him
a conspicuous figure anywhere.

Independence has been the scene of many
notable gatherings of this church In the
last decade. At each gathering tho Temple
lot has had to yield up Its grass, Its leaves
and its sacred soil to the omnivorous sou-
venir hunter. At their last National Con-
vention, held at Independence about twoyears ago, I heard their prophet on thesubject of Mormonism.

While he seemed to be a man of ordinary
and Intelligejiee, lie was an ag-

gressive, nt speaker, snd ap-
peared to be very much in earnest. In the
main his sermon was an
orthodox effort, but towards the close he
undertook to prove from the New Testa-
ment that miracles, special revelations antltalking in unknown tongues was as much in
practice with the true church y as in
the days of Christ and the apostles, andthat the Book of Mormon was an additional
revelation to God's people. ,

Nearly all the Mormons in Independence
live in the vicinity of- - Temple lot. It is a
beautiful lot of two and one-ha- lf acres, just
across the street from the big church or
temple. It is fenced In and well-sodde- n

with blue grass, thickly set with voung
maples. In one corner of this lot is the
modest, little frame church of the Hedreck-Ue- s.

a small sect of Latter-Da- y Saints, who
hold the title to the ground, and all

of tho Indies could not buy It.
The history of this piece of ground is In-

teresting. Prior to the Mormon exodus
from Independence, In 1S33, a Bishop by the
name of Partridge bought sixty-'hre- c acres
of land for church purposes near iie town,
which was then little more than si village
of COO people. It is recorded that a reve-
lation to Joseph Smith, their leader, desig-
nated this two and a half acres of the sixty-t-

hree as the spot whereon would be
built ZIon's temple. Thirty Mormon priests
assisted in burying a scrub oak and a stone,
which was called laying the foundation of
the great and grand universal temple.

Seventy-nin- e years have elapsed and
nothing has been added to the oak sill car-
ried by twelve honored Mormon priests,
hut 'little frame house put there by one
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of the divided factions of the church, for
the purpose of obtaining legal title to the
temple site. When under the direction of
Joseph Smith, Jr., their present leader, they
began to return to Independence after the
war closed, they found the temple lot in
possession of this sect, the Hedreckltes.

In 1SS0 suit was brought for the posses-
sion of the ground by the Josephltes, alleg-
ing that the property was bought for the
church, held trust for the church and
that they were the church. Judge Philips
of the United States Circuit Court held
that the Reorganized Church headed by Jo-

seph Smith, was the true church, and en-

titled to the property. The case, however,
was appealed to the United States Court
cf Appeals at St. and Judge Phillips
was reversed. The court held that deeds
which represented cash consideration were
more binding than church traditions, and so
the Hedreckltes hold the property.

Notwithstanding this decision. Mormons
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over tho country cherish tho temple
block sacred spot, and every year
Mormon missionaries and tourists traveJ
for miles out ot their way to set foot on
this sacred soil and to carry away some
leaf souvenir.

The Independence Mormons have been
laughed out ot great many of their ex-

treme practices, such miraculous expe-
riences and speaking with tongues. was
at one time popular custom among them
for brother sister to rise In their
meeting and talk in such way that
human could understand them. But there
was always good brother priest in the
congregation who would be given the power

interpret this message from God. This
called "speaking with tongues."

History the Sect.
For the following brief history of Mor-

monism indebted to Mr. "Will Southern
Independence, who has been student
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LATTER SAINTS'- - CHURCH
Southwest

of their books and an observer of their
practices there for years:

Joseph Smith, the founder, was the son
of a farmer, who lived In Ontario County.
New York, In ltZl. Young Joseph .was then
IS years of ago sttul whs employed about the
neighborhood in the ordinary occupations of
the farmer. At one time he was employed
by a neighbor to dig for hidden-treasure- . 1

He ami his father were, vision-
ary and spent much of their time in digging
for money, which they claimed was hidden
in the earth.

Young Smith became very much Inter-
ested In religion, and noted that the Pres-
byterians. Baptists. Methodists and other-- "

did not agree in matters religious. Ifc sa.--

did not know which to Join, so prayi
to God to know what to do. He claimed
that the- - Lord, In a vision, told him that
none were right, and sent an angel to him
three times to direct him.

The Angel Maronl told him that In a cer-
tain place he would find golden, plates, on
which was written the true history of the
former Inhabitants of this Country. 'They
would be revealed to him, and he should
translate the writings, and on them found
a great church. The next day Smith con-
fided this vision to his father and was ad-
vised to go to the place described and see
the miracles of which he was told. Kc went
and was rewarded with the finding of the
plates, but they were not delivered into
his hands until four years after by the
same angel.

The key to the translation of the plates
was also turned over to him in the "Urim
and Thummln." These he describes as two
stones set In silver, through which he could
translate into English the characters In
which the plates were engraved.

The translation occupied .year?, and in

with a still wiib-- roflle of lace ltlf
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tho meantime he talked with the Lor8
and with the Angel Maronl and received
much Instruction as to the organization of
the new church. Only .three men, were per-
mitted to see the plates, and their affidavit
appears at the beginning of every copy of
the Book of Mormon. It' is a significant
fact, however, that two of these witnesses
abandoned Joe Smith and bis Mormon sys-
tem before; his death.

The Mormon Bible. Is an unfolding pf the
history of NephI and the children ot Ish-ma-

the lost tribes ot Israel, from tha
time they left Jerusalem until extermi-r-atc- d.

An I the plates containing this hls- -
ry were compiled by Mormon, one of tho

cist of the race, and hidden by Maronl In
the .side of a hill In New York. They re-

mained here for 1400 years and it was left
to Joseph Smith to discover them through
dlvlno' guidance, and to add another creed
to the. religion of the world.- After thu
translation of the, plates they were taken
away by this same angel and have never
been teen or heard ot since.

Tho Book of Mormon was first published
In test and the church was organized in
Fayette, Seneca County, N. Y.. immed-
iately after. .

Unbelievers In Mormonism claim that tho
story ot the plates is a great fake, and
that tho Book of Mormon Instead of being
a translation of alleged golden plates, was
stolen trom an old manuscript of a novel,
written about this time, but never pub-
lished. Reverend Solomon Spalding, an In-

valid preacher of the Disciples or Chris-
tian Church, wrote an historical novel
founded upon the first settlers of America.
He had- - for many years contended that the
aborigines of America were the descend-
ants of some ot the lost tribes of -- Israel,
and this Idea he carried out in the book la
Question. NELLIE BROVN SEBREB.
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